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WELCOME

Dear <<First Name>>,

April marked five years since President Obama laid out his vision for the future of
American space exploration at NASA Kennedy Space Center, which included accelerating
innovation in the private sector.  Through the cooperation of industry and government,
America is securing its leadership in space and expanding our Earth’s economic sphere. 

Aiding in America's endeavors in space are companies working in low-Earth orbit (LEO) as
well as those looking beyond LEO, to the Moon, asteroids, and beyond. Expanding public-
private partnerships with such companies can more efficiently harness the capabilities
seen growing throughout industry for the short and long-term goals of America's space
program. Learn about these on-going and future partnerships in this month's policy
highlight.

Subscribe Share Past Issues Translate

http://us4.campaign-archive2.com/?u=bae300556dded0b40eb98f8f2&id=10b9c531e6&e=[UNIQID]
http://eepurl.com/0ejpb
http://us4.campaign-archive1.com/home/?u=bae300556dded0b40eb98f8f2&id=977ca0a496


There is an eagerness to help achieve the nation's missions in space and to take
advantage of the many opportunities that await us. I am confident that in the coming
months, we will continue to see bold innovation from a commercial spaceflight industry
that’s stronger than ever before.

As always, feel free to reach out if you have any questions.

Sincerely,
Eric
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ABOUT US

The Commercial Spaceflight Federation (CSF) is the industry organization of leading
businesses and organizations working to make commercial human spaceflight a reality.
Our mission is to promote the development of commercial human spaceflight, pursue ever
higher levels of safety, and share best practices and expertise throughout the industry.

Currently, 50 businesses and organizations are CSF members. Executive Members
include commercial spaceflight developers, operators, and spaceports. Associate
Members include suppliers supporting commercial spaceflight, with recent members
including suppliers of mission support services and suppliers of training, medical, and life-
support products and services.

http://www.commercialspaceflight.org/
http://www.commercialspaceflight.org/membership/member-organizations/


FIND CSF MEMBERS IN YOUR STATE

CSF member organizations and CSF research and education mission (REM) affiliates
span from coast to coast. Click here for an interactive map of the commercial space
organizations in your state!

POLICY HIGHLIGHT

PublicPrivate Partnerships Beyond LowEarth Orbit 
 
As the commercial space industry has taken a larger partnership role in exploring 
and operating in lowEarth orbit (LEO), it has enabled NASA to focus on extending 
human presence beyond LEO. NASA is currently developing a heavy lift rocket and 
crew capsule to take astronauts beyond LEO in the early 2020s. However, as the 
NASA Inspector General recently pointed out in its 2014 Report on NASA’s Top 
Management and Performance Challenges, work must begin immediately on 
habitats, landers, and other systems or NASA will “face significant challenges 
concerning the longterm sustainability of its human exploration program.”
 
Private companies are currently building capabilities to commercially develop the 
Moon, asteroids and other destinations in space. Companies like Moon Express, 
Bigelow Aerospace, Masten Space Systems, and Golden Spike are all building 
capabilities to explore and commercially develop the Moon. Planetary Resources is 
working to identify, track, analyze, and eventually interact with nearEarth asteroids. 
Congress has recognized the progress that the private sector is making, and 
supports NASA leveraging their capabilities in exploration efforts. In the Fiscal Year 
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2015 appropriation bill, Congress included language that strongly reaffirmed the 
importance of partnering with the private sector for landers, habitats, and propulsion 
systems for destinations beyond LEO. In fact, NASA has already begun utilizing 
publicprivate partnerships for beyond LEO exploration through its Advanced 
Exploration Systems (AES) program.
 
NASA’s AES program recognizes that private sector partnerships create 
opportunities for utilizing the SLS and Orion transportation system to achieve our 
human exploration goals. Engaging the commercial space industry as an early 
partner in the nation’s goals for beyond LEO exploration is a logical extension of the 
successful Commercial Orbital Transportation System (COTS) and Commercial 
Resupply Services (CRS) models proven in LEO. In addition, increased cooperation 
with the commercial sector can help alleviate budgetary constraints and compliment 
NASA’s investment in its transportation systems, keeping the U.S. at the forefront of 
technology development and the exploration of space. 
 

CSF UPDATES

CSF President Eric Stallmer was profiled in a Space News interview by Jeff Foust.  In the
interview, Stallmer focused on current issues and opportunities facing the industry, as well
as the direction that the Commercial Spaceflight Federation is heading.  The interview can
be found here.

Sirisha Bandla, Associate Director at CSF, reported on the success of the Fusion Forum at
the 31st Space Symposium.  As the manager of the Fusion Forum for SGAC, Bandla was
involved in organizing the successful forum.

On March 12th, CSF announced that WorldView Enterprises and Midland International Air
& Space Port became the organization’s newest Executive members and that Planet Labs
had joined as an Associate member.  More information about the three new members can
be found here.  

On March 8th, CSF member WorldView Enterprises completed its first commercial
research flight with NASA’s Space Technology Mission Directorate (STMD) Flight
Opportunities Program.  During the flight, WorldView’s high-altitude balloon system floated
two experiments to an altitude of 105,000ft.  

On February 24th, CSF President Eric Stallmer testified before the Senate Subcommittee
on Science, Space, and Competitiveness in a hearing titled “U.S. Human Exploration
Goals and Commercial Space Competitiveness”.  Eric encouraged the Congress to codify
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a number of productive policies that would promote growth and innovation in the industry,
thereby maintaining the United State’s space sector’s competitive leadership.  Eric’s full
written testimony can be found here.

 
 

RECENT INDUSTRY NEWS

March 17: Sierra Nevada presented to NASA a variant of its Dream Chaser vehicle for
delivering cargo to the International Space Station.

March 19: Bigelow Aerospace's BEAM module is ready to fly to the International Space
Station.

April 7: Blue Origin announced that it had completed testing of its BE-3 engine to be used
on the New Shepard craft.

April 14: A SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket launched the CRS 6 resupply mission to the ISS. 

April 17: The German Space Center (DLR) renewed cooperation with Sierra Nevada
Corporation on Dream Chaser.
 

RESOURCES

Consult the following resources for the most up-to-date news and information about the
commercial space industry!

Commercial Spaceflight Federation
Visit the Commercial Spaceflight Federation homepage for the most recent press releases
and news stories featuring CSF member organizations.

Spaceflight Now Launch Tracker
Check out the Spaceflight Now Launch Tracker for the most up-to-date schedule of U.S.
government, commercial, and foreign space launches.

http://www.commercialspaceflight.org/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2015/02/Eric-Stallmer-testimony.pdf
http://spacenews.com/sierra-nevada-hopes-dream-chaser-finds-sweet-spot-of-iss-cargo-competition/
http://spacenews.com/bigelow-module-ready-to-fly-to-space-station/
http://spacenews.com/blue-origin-completes-be-3-engine-as-be-4-work-continues/
http://spacenews.com/dlr-renews-cooperation-with-snc-on-dream-chaser/
http://www.commercialspaceflight.org/
http://spaceflightnow.com/tracking/index.html


SpacePolicyOnline.com
Go to SpacePolicyOnline for recent news and analysis as well as a comprehensive list of
space-related hearings, briefings, and events in the Washington, DC area.

NASA Procurement Information
Consult the NASA procurement page for a breakdown of NASA spending by state and
Congressional district; details include information about SBIR awards, grants, and
contracts with universities and businesses. 

FAA Office of Commercial Space Transportation (AST)
Head to the FAA AST website to view launch licenses and procedures as well as relevant
legislation governing commercial space.
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